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Aims The city asaliving and dynamic creature during its life, has undergone changes and transformations
and gives its growth and development in different directions and dimensions. The aim of the present
study was to investigate the spatial reflections of the dynamics of large cities in the process of transition
to metropolitan areas.

Methodology The present descriptive-analytical research was conducted in 2019. The required
information about the city of Rasht was collected using documentary methods and satellite images. Land
use maps and land cover of Rasht city were created in four classes and the process of land use system
changes was dealt with, and then the scattering of Rasht city was calculated by using spatial metrics in
both class and landscape levels. FRAGSTATS 4.2 and ENVI 5 software were used.

Findings The present study showed that the spatial reflections of Rasht in the process of transition to
the metropolitan area include changes in land use system and land cover (increasing urban land use
levels over a period of 26 years (1993-2019) from 4915 hectares to 9960 hectares and in contrast to
agricultural cover, rice fields, and areas Forest), urban dispersion and horizontal growth of the city
(103% increase in urban areas and vulnerability and rupture of agricultural lands and paddy fields),
imbalance in the spatial organization of the network and urban hierarchy, service, and expansion of the
foundations of Rasht service economy.

Conclusion The city of Rasht has experienced several spatial reflections in the process of transition to a
metropolis and has undergone fundamental changes in its spatial-physical boundaries and the instability
ofland cover resources and instability. Therefore, controlling changes and managing the physical growth
of the city is very important to stabilize the growth of the city.
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