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Aims & Backgrounds Despite the long history of urbanization in Iran, urbanization trend in
mountainous areas such as Kohgiluyeh region has not received considerable attention. According to
historical sources, Kohgiluyeh region during the Islamic period has witnessed the emergence of the Ziz
city in the geographical area between Arjan and Semirom. After several centuries of its formation, in the
sixth century AH, it was completely destroyed. The present research aims at determining the location of
Ziz, the relative chronology of the city settlment, and the causes of its formation and destruction.
Methodology This is a descriptive-historical research with the approach of historical archeology.
Therefore, in this research, location of Ziz and the reasons of development have been analyzed by
studying historical and geographical sources and using field studies and archaeological findings.
Findings According to historical and geographical sources of the Islamic period and archaeological
studies, Ziz is located on the hillside of Mt. Damah on the historical site of Zizenseh in Zizi village in
Boyer-Ahmad city. Archaeological evidence such as pottery and coins, architectural studies, and
historical and geographical sources indicate residence in this city and its prosperity from the first to the
sixth century AH. The most important reasons for the formation of Ziz can be the rich ecosystem and
economic products such as meat and walnut and its location on Arjan communication route to Semirom
and Isfahan.

Conclusion It seems that the most important reason for its collapse is the devastating attacks of the
Nizari Ismailis in the fifth century.
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