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Aims The development of large-scale construction projects has transformed the shape of cities towards
specific objectives and based on economic and political perspectives that dominate policy-making and
planning in cities. The purpose of the research was to study and analyze the spatiality of Mashhad
construction mega-projects and to explain the constructive forces and dynamisms of these projects in
the framework of the political economy of space approach.

Methodology The present descriptive-analytical research was conducted in 2020 in Mashhad.
Constructive dynamisms of 164 large-scale urban projects were identified and classified based on
theoretical perspectives and through the Delphi technique based on the opinions of 50 elites and subject
matter experts, and the model was presented. To test the five-factor model using structural equation
modeling, the relationships between variables and generalization of results were discussed. Data were
analyzed using SPSS26 and SmartPLS 3 software and confirmatory factor analysis test.

Findings Based on the results of confirmatory factor analysis, the model had an acceptable fit with the
data. At the transnational level, the Policy-Management and Programs factor with a factor-load (0.745),
at the national-regional level, the institutional-organizational factor with a factor-load (0.802) and at the
local level, the economic-political factor with a factor-load (0.772). They are important in the first place.
The model had validity and reliability.

Conclusion The results of research analysis based on the philosophy of creating construction mega-
projects in Mashhad within the framework of five identified and consolidated factors indicate the role of
drivers of policy dynamisms at the transnational level, institutional-organizational forces at the national-
regional level and economic and political forces at the local level.

Keywords Political Economy of Space; Urban Mega Project; Political Economy of Mashhad Metropo-
lis; Confirmatory Factor Analysis
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