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Aims & Backgrounds Today, the traditional spaces of the vernacular houses have been neglected in
architectural and urban designs due to globalization policies and modernizing urban models. So, it
is necessary to review and classify their efficiency again in the reconstruction and the design of new
villages. The main aim of this research is to identify and introduce the most efficient open and semi-
open spaces used in rural villages in the western region of Kurdistan province (Marivan, Sarvabad, and
Kamyaran) based on environmental quality indicators.

Methodology This is a descriptive-analytical research. In the theoretical part, data gathering is archival
and in the part of field study and space typology, it is a survey. Taking photographs, sketching, building
measurement, and map drawing were done. For typology, among 290 western villages in Kurdistan
province, 100 villages, and with regard to consistency of climate, topography, and culture 20 villages
with historical and valuable texture were evaluated. The data were analyzed with analytic hierarchy
process (AHP), verbal judgment, and consensus of 16 experts.

Findings Semi-open spaces were divided into 5 groups, including 1) One-loop open along the length
of the building, 2) One-loop open with low length along the length of the building and a large depth, 3)
Two-loop open, 4) Two-loop open with an elongation along the structure (low depth), and 5) Three-loop
open. Two-loop open is popular among most of the villagers due to favorable climatic conditions and
appropriate environment for social interactions, better visibility, and landscape beauty.

Conclusion The Barban semi-open space is also more efficient than other types of open-air spaces such
as “Balcon”, “Banija”, and “Banijla” due to security, better visibility, Ability to develop, climatic comfort,
and providing better space for social interactions.
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