Investigating the Role of Public Participation in the Improvement and Revitalization
of the Worn-Out Fabric of the City Center (Case Study: Gorgan City)

Abstract

Introduction: The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of improvement and rebuilding of
Gorgan city and the effect of participation on the reconstruction of the city of Gorgan.
Methodology: This survey stufy was conducted in Gorgan city in 2023-2024. The research tool was
a questionnaire. A field investigation and study of the comprehensive plans of Gorgan city were
used to prepare the criteria and subcritria of the questionnare. The questionnaire was designed
with 26 questions based on a 4-point Likert scale. The reliability of the questionnaire was
calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 70%. The validity of the questionnaire was checked
by distributing the questionnaire among 21 university professors. The statistical population was
1040 dilapidated residential units in the city center. Therefore, in this research, the'sample size was
determined to be 280 households based on the simple random sampling method using Cochran's
formula. AHP and SWOT methods were used for data analysis.

Findings: The results showed that participation in the rebuilding of the worn out central fabric of
the city of Gorgan has led to spatial adjusting, strengthening of identity and belonging to the central
neighborhoods and an obstacle to the horizontal development of the city of Gorgan. The results
showed the impact of participation in the rebuilding of the worn-out central fabric of Gorgan city
and the spatial arrangement of other fabrics of Gorgan city using AHP model and the dimension of
activity (performance) was prioritized.

Conclusion: The results of this research indicated the positive effect of public participation on the
reconstruction of the worn-out central fabric of Gorgan city and the spatial arrangement of other
urban fabrics.
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